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871 -Tune 18,1909 

BRAZIL. 

Bsportsfrom Rio de Janeiro — Inspection of vessels — Mortality — Plague 
and smaUpox — History of case of yellow fever previously reported — 
Smallpox epidemic in Chilean coast cities. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, May 10 and 20: 

Two weeks ended May 8. Vessels inspected and received bills of 
health: April 29, the British steamship Torrhead, in water ballast for 
Tampa, Fla., with no passengers and no change in the crew personnel; 
April 30, the British steamship Celtic Princess, for New i ork, with 
coffee cargo, no passengers, and no change in the crew personnel; 
May 1, the British steamship Tennyson, for New York, with cargo of 
coffee, 25 cabin, and 36 steerage passengers, and no change in the 
personnel of the crew; May 4, the British steamship Hillglade, for 
some southern port via West Indies for disinfection and final orders, 
in water ballast, with no passengers and no change in the crew per- 
sonnel; on the same date the British steamship Desterro, for New 
York, in cargo of coffee, with 7 cabin and 28 steerage passengers, and 
with no change in the personnel of the crew; May 7, the British steam- 
ship Tapajos, for New Orleans and New York, with coffee cargo, with 
no passengers and with no change in the crew personnel, and on the 
same date the British steamship Raymore Head, for some southern 
port via the West Indies for disinfection and final orders, in water 
ballast, with no passengers and 1 new member of the crew signed on 
in this port. No other vessel left this port during the period under 
report for United States ports. 

Week ended May 15. Vessel inspected and received bill of health: 
Mav 10, the British steamship Cavour for New York, with cargo of 
coffee, no passengers, and no change in the crew. 

No other vessel left this port for the United States during the period 
under report. 

Mortality in Rio de Janeiro — Plague and smallpox. 

Week ended May 2, 1909. Total estimated population, 811,443. 
Total deaths, 236. No deaths nor cases due to yellow fever or 
plague. Smallpox caused 3 deaths with 4 new reported cases. At 
the close of the week there were in the hospital Sao Sebastiao, 1 case 
of yellow fever, carried forward from the previous week, 24 cases of 
smallpox, and 1 of plague under treatment. 

Week ended May 9. Total deaths, 278. Smallpox caused 2 deaths. 
There were no cases of yellow fever reported. There were twelve 
new cases of smallpox reported, and 1 case of plague. At the close 
of the week there were in the hospital Sao Sebastiao 29 cases of small- 
pox and 1 case of plague under treatment. 

Week ended May 16. Total deaths, 245. No deaths nor cases 
reported due to either yellow fever or bubonic plague. Smallpox 
caused 6 deaths with 18 new reported cases. At the close of the week 
there were in the hospital Sao Sebastiao 18 cases of smallpox under 
treatment, and 1 case of plague. 

The case of yellow fever reported for the week ended May 2 as 
remaining in hospital (see Public Health Keports, May 28, 1909, 
p. 741) was in the person of a man who had been a resident of this 
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city for 4 months; nationality, Portuguese. The source of the 
infection has not been discovered. 

Smallpox in Chilean coast cities. — Under date of April 28 the press 
reports that the minister of the interior of Chile has issued a call for 
all the physicians of the large cities of Chile for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the best means of combating the rapid spread of smallpox 
in Santiago and other coast cities. A dispatch of May 9 states that 
the first result of this congress is the order closing all schools, public 
and private, in the country. 

CANADA. 

Report from St. John, New Brunswick — Legislation relative to combat 

against tuberculosis. 

Consul Willrich reports May 4 : 

A bill has lately oeen enacted creating a commission to consider 
the best means of checking the spread of tuberculosis. The work 
of the commission will be first to inaugurate a vigorous campaign of 
education among the people, and subsequently to take such steps 
as may be found most conducive to checking the spread of the disease. 
The commission will be expected to see that proper municipal regu- 
lations are enacted and enforced to bring home to the people the 
dangerous nature of the spitting habit. To this end, the executive 
of the New Brunswick Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis 
will first direct attention to perfecting organizations throughout 
the province by appointing vice-presidents in each county, who in 
their turn are expected to organize county associations. In other 
words, the provincial body is to be educational and advisory and 
the county organizations are to carry on the actual fight against the 
disease. There will be an annual meeting of these bodies, at which 
the progress made will be reported and plans for the continuous work 
mapped out. The New Brunswick association will also carry on its 
work in conjunction with the Canadian association, now active in 
the same cause. 

It is generally realized in New Brunswick and the Dominion at 
large that the most energetic measures are required to combat the 
ravages of tuberculosis. According to estimates, in St. John alone 
over 100 persons and in this Province over 600 persons annually suc- 
cumb to this disease, causing a loss, on the accepted basis of the 
economic value of a human life, of over $600,000 per annum to this 
Province. 

[Inclosure.] 
AN ACT To assist in the prevention and cure of tuberculosis. 

Whereas until a comparatively recent date tuberculosis, or consumption, as it is 
commonly called, was regarded as generally hereditary and incurable, but that modern 
discoveries have established that it is a communicable disease and to a large extent 
curable as well as preventable, and that since such discoveries a movement has been 
made in civilized countries with the view of adopting the best measures for suppress- 
ing the said disease; 

And whereas, to show the widespread and fatal nature of this disease it is estimated 
upon the best authority available that there are in the Dominion of Canada con- 
sumptive invalids numbering at least 40,000 persons, of whom over 8,000 die annually, 
and aside from the humanitarian considerations involved in the question, the financial 
loss alone entailed upon Canada by such a large annual mortality is estimated at over 
$8,000,000, and there is reason to believe that in respect to the ravages of this dread 



